
SIDEWALK COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

City Commission Room 

Wednesday, June 2, 2010 

6:00 pm

Committee Members:  Jeff Lechner, Arnold Baltzer, Sharon Knapp, Roy Lindsay, Anita Weidaman, 

City Commissioner Dick Ericsson (ex-officio); staff contact – City Engineer Chad Comes. 

The following members were present at the meeting:  Jeff Lechner, Sharon Knapp, Roy Lindsay, 

Arnold Baltzer and staff contact City Engineer Chad Comes.  

Others present at the meeting:  Public Works Director Heath VonEye, and Eric & Mellissa Miller. 

Motion by Knapp, 2
nd

 by Linsday to approve minutes of March 4, 2010.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

Motion by Lechner, 2
nd

 by Knapp to approve revised agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Chad Comes and Heath VonEye discussed background for minimum desired 5 foot offset, discussed 

other various aspects to consider for all variances, provided discussion of alternatives to variances in 

general, provided input to committee about long term sidewalk perspectives and public works 

perspectives, and described recent history of standards development.  Committee members discussed 

longer term history of program and general conversations and intentions.   

The Committee discussed variance request from Eric Miller of 721 N. Chicago Ave. to install 

sidewalk less than 5 feet from behind the back of curb to avoid a tree – proposed to install 

approximately 3 feet behind the back of curb for approximately 3 feet longitudinally.  Chad Comes 

presented alternatives for consideration and general recommendations.  There was significant 

discussion of alternatives proposed by applicant and others.  An alternative variance was mutually 

agreeable to applicant and Committee which included a) narrow sidewalk to minimum 4 foot ADA 

width adjacent for very minimal distance to the north tree; b) maintain approximately 1 foot 

clearance from tree through curved area; and c) maintain 5 foot minimum offset at all locations 

except for this very limited distance – less than 10 feet.  Per City Commission Resolution 2684 the 

motion was made by Lindsay and seconded by Knapp to recommend to the City Commission 

granting the revised above described variances due to extraordinary hardship per Article IV, Section 

18.59 (d) of the Revised Madison City Ordinances.  Motion carried unanimously. 

The Committee discussed variance request from Tom Halverson of 618 N. Lincoln Ave. to install 

sidewalk less than 5 feet from behind the back of curb – proposed to install approximately 3 feet 

behind the back of curb for entire length of property adjacent to existing hedge.  Those present 

significantly discussed the request and potential alternatives to the variance.  Due to the length of the 

variance request for nearly entire length of property and given there is significant public right-of-way 

for locating of the sidewalk (approximately 21.5’ boulevard) including the south side of the hedge, a 

motion was made by Lindsay and seconded by Knapp to recommend to the City Commission denial 

of the variances due to lack of extraordinary hardship.  Motion carried unanimously. 



The Committee discussed variance request from Kari Hein of 111 n. Catherine Ave. to install 

sidewalk less than 5 feet from behind the back of curb – proposed to install approximately 3 feet 

behind the back of curb for entire length of property.  Those present significantly discussed the 

request and potential alternatives to the variance.  Due to the narrow public right-of-way 

(approximately 11.5’ boulevard) and near zero front yard setback of applicants house and to 

compromise in an effort to maintain some snow storage, a motion was made by Lindsay and 

seconded by Knapp to recommend to the City Commission granting not a 3 foot setback variance 

requested but a 4 foot setback due to extraordinary hardship per Article IV, Section 18.59 (d) of the 

Revised Madison City Ordinances.  Motion carried unanimously. 

The Committee discussed potential sidewalk installation locations for 2011 including the following:  

south Washington Ave. north of 9
th

 St. south; 4
th

 St. south (east and west); Roosevelt Ave.; Summit 

and Lincoln Avenues near Community Center.  Research and information will be shared with 

Committee to prepare for final route(s) selection in upcoming months. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:27 at 6:14 pm. 


