
SIDEWALK COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

City Commission Room 

Thursday, March 4, 2010 

5:15pm

Committee Members:  Jeff Lechner, Arnold Baltzer, Sharon Knapp, Roy Lindsay, Chad Comes, 

Anita Weidaman, City Commissioner Dick Ericsson (ex-officio); staff contact – City Engineer Chad 

Comes. 

The following members were present at the meeting:  Jeff Lechner, Sharon Knapp, Roy Lindsay, and 

Chad Comes.  

Others present at the meeting:  Public Works Director Heath VonEye, Arthur Gwynne, June Morgan, 

and Chuck Clement. 

Motion by Knapp, 2
nd

 by Lechner to approve minutes of September 3, 2009.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

Motion by Lindsay, 2
nd

 by Lechner to approve revised agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 

The Committee discussed variance request to exceed 5:1 lateral transition rate (utilizing a 2:1 

transition rate) and to install sidewalk less than 5 feet from behind the back of curb – proposed to 

install approximately 2 feet 10 inches behind the back of curb.  Heath VonEye discussed background 

for desired 5 foot offset – primarily to accommodate snow removal and minimize related snow 

removal hardships and related complaints from current and subsequent landowners.  Per City 

Commission Resolution 2684 the motion was made by Lindsay and seconded by Knapp to 

recommend to the City Commission granting both variances due to hardship per Article IV, Section 

18.59 (d) of the Revised Madison City Ordinances.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Chad Comes presented proposed Sidewalk Inspection and Repair Policy 2010-1 to the Committee 

seeking recommendation for the City Commission.  After significant discussion, motion by Knapp, 

2
nd

 by Lechner to recommend to the City Commission approval of presented policy.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

Discussed perceived increased safety concern created by new 5 lane roadway on Washington Ave. 

from 8
th

 Street to 10
th

 Street south due to lack of sidewalks.  Lindsay requested discussion with City 

Attorney about liabilities of property owners for lack of sidewalk and to discuss options on east side 

of road where ROW width is insufficient to install normal width sidewalk due to power poles.  

Committee will review again in 2011 assessment considerations and acknowledged that these areas 

have been discussed in two separate times in years past without success of installation.  Chad Comes 

would discuss with South Dakota Department of Transportation at upcoming Roadway Safety 

Improvement Inspections. 

Motion by Lechner, 2
nd

 by Knapp to adjourn.  Motion carried at 6:14 pm. 


